at New York, and lodged at the same house * with the Judge and General John Armstrong, then Secretary of War under Madison, who had been Judge Spencer's early and constant friend, and was supposed to have been instrumental in inducing him to secede^ from the Federal ranks. The General had been quite as constant in his enmity to Mr. Clinton, and was the conceded author of a pamphlet attacking his private character, in which he referred to the " rubric of his countenance" as " indicating the Deity he adored! " and to his friends as the "Brotherhood of hope"—; a pamphlet that shewed by its talent and bitterness that the pen that had indited the " New-burgh letters" at the close of the Revolutionary War, had lost none of its pungency or venom. His disposition was eminently pugnacious, and he did not attempt to conceal either his satisfaction at the rupture between the distinguished brothers-in-law, or his indisposition to appease the quarrel.
The fourth number of the "Ambrosiad" was announced for the next day. Seeing the extent to which the Jud.p^was annoyed by these provoking Articles, and regretting, in common with most of our political friends, the schism that had arisen between two of our strongest men, I visited Mr. Clinton in the evening in the hope of being able to prevent its appearance. He received me kindly, but was at first very reserved in his conversation. I found no difficulty in attributing this unusual circumstance to an apprehension that he had offended me in the affair of the Attorney Generalship, and a consequent belief that I was no longer his friend—an impression doubtless greatly strengthened by the fact of my intimacy with Spencer and Armstrong. I introduced the subject of the Presidential election first; assigned the reasons by which I was influenced, as I have done here, expressed my regret that the Republican members had placed him in the position he occupied, but closed with an avowal of my determination to sustain him in the contest, and to vote for Electors favourable to him. He was evidently both disappointed and gratified by my communication, listened readily to what I had to say upon the subject that occasioned my visit and spoke of it without reserve, save only that he professed entire ignorance of the Author of the "Ambrosiad." This I was satisfied he did not expect me to believe. He assured me that I was mistaken as to Judge Spencers regret at the separation,—that he had with his eye open and to subserve his own personal ends gone into the support, of Mr. Madison, and had it not. in his power to return. I did not concur in that opinion, but urged strongly the inutility of these attacks upon either supposition, and earnestly invoked his interference for their
A popular boarding bouse kept by Mrs. Keese, on the north corner of Broadway and
Wall Streets.

